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B-3101 - B-3109 1822/1835-1855
801-835 Light St. (East side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private and semi-public access

The four large three story high, three bay wide brick commercial/
residential buildings with shed roofs and bracketed cornices extending from
801 to 807 Light St. represent post-Civil War enlargements and remodelings
of the original three story, gable-roofed houses that were built at this
location in the 1840's. All of the buildings currently have modern first
floor storefront areas, though 803-807 Light St. are now vacant and awaiting
renovation. The Romanesque Revival style church building at 811 Light St.
was built in the early 1850's for the local Presbyterian congregation and
still serves as the Light St. Presbyterian church. The original brick
facade has been covered with formstone but the brickwork can still be seen
along both sides of the mnave. 819 Light St., currently a three story, three
bay brick building with shed roof and bracketed cornice and first floor
storefront area, was built in 1822 by Charles Reeder, the owner of a steam
engine manufactory located at the foot of Federal Hill. The house as Reeder
built it for his own use was a two and a half story Federal style house much
1ike its neighbors at 821-8Z3 Light St., built somewhat later by Reeder for
his children. A row of three story, two bay wide brick houses extends from
825-833 Light St. All originally had gable roofs, as 829-833 Light St. still
do, but 825-827 Light St. have been remodeled with the front section of the
roof being rebuilt as a shed roof and a bracketed cornice added. All of the
first floor door and window openings of this group of houses, built in 1845-1850,
have round arched lintels, a fairly uncommon feature in the area. The three
story, three bay wide brick house at 835 Light St. also originally had a gable
roof, but has since been remodeled with a shed roof and bracketed cornice.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of three story brick buildings with shed roofs represent
enlargements of the original gable roofed structures that occupied this site.
The first floors of each have been coverted into storefronts and the facade of
803 Light St. has been re-faced with new brickwork.

The buildings are three stories in height, three bays (18') wide, and
occupy lots 60' deep. Each building has a three story high, one bay wide and
deep stair hall extension joining the main structure to a two story high, three
bay deep rear addition. The buildings are constructed in running bond, but the
facade of 803 and the cornice area of 805 have been re-faced with new brickwork.
Each house has a rear end chimney at the eastern end of the addition. The shed
roof is capped by a decorative brick cornice of rows of stretchers placed
alternately above a lower strip of headers. Beneath this cornice there are four
recessed panels.

The window openings of 803 Light St. have vertical stretcher lintels and
header sills, part of the new brick facade. The window openings of 805 Light St.
have the original segmentally arched brick lintels, with the upper panes of glasam
curved to fit the arch, on the second floor, and splayed brick lintels on the
third floor. The sills are wood. The window openings of 805 are filled with
2/2 sash. The second floor window openings of 803 Light are filled with unusual
3/3 sash; those of the third floor are filled with 1/1 sash.

The first floors of both buildings have been coverted into storefronts, but
the second and third floors served as residences, with their own separate doorway.
At 803 Light St. this doorway is located in the northernmost bay and consists of
a late Victorian glass and panel door set beneath a single light transom. The
storefront section has an identical door set beneath a single light transom,
flanked by a store window consisting of a single large panel of plate glass set
under a three-light transom area and supported by a concrete dado with two recessed
panels like that on the cornice area above. The storefront of 805 Light St. is
older and consists of a late Victorian, double glass and panel door set beneath
a single light transom bordered by a row of quarter-round moldings, flanked by
two, three-sided projecting shop windows set on vertically paneled wooden dadoes.
The shop windows consist of 1/1 panes of glass bordered by simple molding strips,
and support a cornice area with a plain deep freize which runs continuously across
the shop-front. The door to the residence is set in the southernmost bay, where
the cornice is supported by a single carved bracket. The late Victorian panel
door is set beneath a single light transom. The buildings sit on low basements,
each entrance being reached by a single stone step.

The buildings have a single deep front room on each floor, with rear window
overlooking the alleyway. The stairs rise in short, straight flights, in the ]
stair hall extension set just beyond the main structure. In the addition beyond,
there are two rooms on each floor--a dining room and kitchen on the first floor
and bedrooms and/or baths above.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

See under 801 Light St.

These particular houses were probably not converted into store-fronts until the 1885
remodeling. The houses seem to have been built for the growing middle-class market

for housing in the Federal Hill area, which fact would account for their three bay
width, and generally large size. An early owner of 805 Light St., a Marcus: Dudley,

was one of the proprietors of the Marine Observatory on Federal Hill. An early owner
of 803 Light St. was Michael Dundon, a “tobacconist- and the local U.S. tobacco inspector.
“Both owners certainly represent a more well-to-do class of resident than is usually
~sound in the smaller size houses in the area.

These buildings are currently being renovated and converted into a restaurant and
"Charcuterie'" amidst much local opposition.

1galtimore City Directory, 1864, 1865, 1872

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY A,
STATE COUNTY o
EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE ;
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION 2 DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 4/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory-waé“officiaiiy created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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803-805 Light Street
Block 0906 Lots 028-029
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3102 803-805 Light St.
M.E.H. 4179

West elevation



